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Where we are with
SDGs: Between

data and

Jakarta

nited Nations Secretary-
UGeneral Antonio Guterres

stated at the second Sus-
tainable Development (SDGs)
Summit in New York last month
that only 15 percent of the SDGs
had been achieved globally. A
global rescue plan of US$500 bil-
lion annually is needed to carry
out effective debt relief.

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau emphasized in a
closing statement that heads of
state and world leaders should
no longer be in “denial” regard-
ing the still poor performance
in achieving the SDGs. In fact,
many countries still had difficul-
ty achieving the 17 SDGs.

Meanwhile, National Devel-
opment Planning Minister Soe-
harso Monoarfa said in an article
titled “Indonesian Sustainable
Development Report Card”, pub-
lished on Oct. 2 in the Kompas
daily, that Indonesia currently
ranked 75" out of 166 countries
in terms of SDG progress, up 27
places from 2019.

According to data from the
National Development Plan-
ning Agency (Bappenas), Indo-
nesia has achieved an average
63 percent of the 216 indicators
for its 2021-2024 SDGs program
action plan.

However, regional
mance in achiev-
ing the SDGs was
still lower be-
cause the devel-
opment gap re-
mains quite high,
especially in the
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rate then resumed a downward
trend from March to September
this year.

According to BPS, several im-
portant findings underline the
poverty rate distribution across
the country’s 34 provinces. The
percentage of poor people na-
tionwide presently stands at 9.36
percent, but at least 16 provinces
have a poverty rate that is higher
than the national average.

They are Central Java, Yogya-
karta, East Java, Aceh, South Su-
matra, Bengkulu and Lampung,
with the remaining nine prov-
inces in eastern Indonesia.

Presidential  Decree  No.
111/2022, which covers the
achievement of Indonesia’s
SDGs, cites several indicators
showing that the current prog-
ress is not in line with the targets
that have been set, for example
in relation to social security
membership coverage, as the
employment sector is still domi-
nated by the informal sector.

The latest data shows that
only 3.21 percent of workers in
the informal sector participate
in social security, compared
to 64 percent of the workers in
the formal sector. This imbal-
ance shows the wide discrepan-
cy between these two groups of
workers.

Given the
low level of SDG
achievements in
the social pillar,
a special focus is
needed to reduce
poverty. In this
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community.

In general, the 17 SDGs are
divided into four pillars, namely
the social pillar, the economic
development pillar, the environ-
mental development pillar and
the legal and governance pillar.

The highest SDG achievement
was in the environment pillar at
81 percent, followed by the econ-
omy pillar at 63 percent, the le-
gal and governance pillar at 57
percent and finally, the social
pillar at 52 percent.

In a related development, Sta-
tistics Indonesia (BPS) reported
that the poverty rate declined
between 2015 and 2019 from
11.22 percent to 9.40 percent,
but after 2019, the poverty rate
increased due to extensive eco-
nomic damages from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The poverty
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to achieving the
SDGs in Indonesia, one of which
is how big data cannot be the
only reference for achieving our
SDGs at the national level, and
especially for the local and re-
gional levels.

This is not to mention the
fact that the data silos in vari-
ous ministries and institutions
are still an obstacle to having
official data that is valid and ac-
countable.

Therefore, coordination, syn-
chronization and consolida-
tion need to be carried out not
only at the policy level but also
with well-integrated data, which
can later be used as a reference
for the government’s steps to
build a better Indonesia, in ac-
cordance with the jointly deter-
mined SDGs that the United Na-
tions calls “a world development
agenda for peace and prosperity
for humans and planet earth now
and in the future”.
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